We
would be very
gratefulMLS
for any information
on Pineapple Inn/Gregory’s Inn. Please email the Society at
FROM
THE
ARCHIVES
mountlawleysociety@gmail.com.

Where Was Pineapple?
Local history taken from the Inglewood, Maylands and Mount Lawley Star newspaper.
Undated from the Mount Lawley Society Archives and retyped – possibly early 1980s.
Although the area now known as Maylands
was settled in the early 1830s, it was mainly
a farming area. The next settlement north of
Perth was West Guildford, now Bassendean.
In the early 1930s, John Gregory was
assigned land near the Maylands Peninsula.
By 1933 he was operating the only stopping
place between Perth and West Guildford
and it was known as Pineapple Inn or
Gregory’s Inn. The Inn was located just south
-west of the present day Third Avenue along
the road to Guildford. Travellers on that
road found the going tough and the route
was unpopular with them due to the sandy
conditions.
With the construction of the Causeway and a
more suitable road on the east bank of the
Swan River, the numbers on Guildford Road
fell and Gregory's Inn only lasted until the
1940s.
The area of John Gregory's original allotment
was known as the Pineapple probably into
the 1890s when Maylands started to
become the more popular name for the
area. Gregory's allotment was 806 acres on
the banks of the Swan River looking south to
Burswood Island.
It is now believed that Williamson's Garage is now on the approximate site of Pineapple Inn.
Maylands was only developed from the 1890s when the name Maylands started to come into use. The
Williamson's Garage building was originally a furniture showroom and was converted into a garage in
1921.
The area started to become popular after the railway was opened in 1881. What is now Maylands
Railway Station was originally named Falkirk Station. The name was changed to Maylands Station in
1899 and this is the earliest occasion when reference can be found to the area being known as
Maylands.

There are a few theories as to how the name Maylands came to be. Falkirk Station was named for
Mephan Ferguson's birthplace in Scotland. His foundry was probably the first industry in the area and
was a cause for the development of the suburb.
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Gregory's choice of name for Pineapple
Inn was possibly due to the name of the
rum which was popular at the time.
A Melbourne water pipe manufacturer,
Mephan Ferguson, bought two blocks of
land in 1897 bounded by what are now
Ferguson Street, Caledonian Avenue,
Guildford Road and Whatley Crescent.
In 1898 Ferguson signed a contract to
build pipes for the Goldfields Water
Supply Scheme and set up a foundry on
his property. Ferguson's wife had died in
1893 and his housekeeper at the time
was his daughter May.
It is believed the name Maylands was
coined shortly after her arrival in 1998.
Mephan Ferguson was responsible for many street names in the area.

Merle
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